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President’s Report Spring 2023 

 
Hi Folks, 
 
We have started another Club year with the AGM in July electing a new look committee with fresh faces 
from Brett Houlton and Michael Persson taking up the Social Officer and Secretary positions 
respectively. Thanks for taking up these positions. Brett has stamped his mark already with plans for a 
combined clean-up/diving/snorkelling picnic at Clifton Gardens. It’s great to have such enthusiasm on 
board.  
 
Club diving has been well attended this last year and I hope to see it growing so all members can enjoy 
the type of diving they enjoy. I am currently arranging a club trip to Exmouth to dive Ningaloo Reef and 
snorkel with Whale Sharks in May 2024. Again, it’s great to see such enthusiasm with 16 people 
expressing interest so far. Keep it in mind as it’s an iconic place to dive in Australia. Let me know if you 
are interested and haven’t let me know already.  
 
The Club Photo competition has been split into two this year to get back to our June long weekend 
schedule. We will have a competition closing in November/December covering the last 18 months and 
another closing in June covering the following six months. This will get us back to a twelve-month period 
ending in April and having the presentation at Port Stephens on our annual pilgrimage north. Stay tuned 
for more details.  
 
We have added a new position to the committee, that of safety officer. Herb Ilic has agreed to take on 
this role and his wealth of experience will be valued in this position. 
 
Natalie has also taken up the Newsletter Editor position and she is looking for diving related articles to fill 
up and is out quarterly, so get writing and photographing everyone.  
 
Thanks must go to Diego for taking up the Treasurer position. His input over more than a decade in this 
position is greatly appreciated by everyone.  
 
So, folks, a new dive year lots of diving to do, sea life to see and places to dive. Let’s get out there and 
get wet.  
 
All the best to everyone.  
 
Bruce Spry 
President 

  

 
  

Frog Dive Scuba Centre 

9958-5699 

Support the store that supports us! 
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Editor’s Cut 

 
Welcome to our Spring Edition of RUC Surface Interval!  
 
Just would like to thank Ross Di Bartolo for his Editorial role in the last few years and to thank you all for 
welcoming me onboard. 
 
The last 4 months have seen Herb and me taking a whirlwind trip in our caravan around Australia and no 
doubt, have managed to get in some awesome snorkeling and diving along the way. First, snorkeling 
with Giant Cuttlefish in Whyalla, South Australia, followed by snorkeling with Turtles on the Ningaloo 
Reef, WA, then snorkeling with the Whale Sharks & Manta Rays at Exmouth, WA, diving the Exmouth 
Navy Pier, flying from Exmouth and back to Port Lincoln, SA, to do the Great White Sharks, snorkeling at 
Bowen, QLD, Coral Reef and finally, diving with Grey Nurse Sharks at Julian Rocks, Byron Bay. So, it 
just goes to show we have everything here, in our own back yard, in Australia! 
 
Read up more on the diving later in the magazine. 
 
If you have any articles, diving reports or would like to share anything diving related, please forward 
them onto me and I will happily add them into the magazine. 

Happy reading! 
 
Natalie McCallum 
Editor 

 

 

 

 

 



Surface Interval - 5 - Spring, September 2023 

 
 

Secretary Intro 
 
It is an honour be put forward as secretary which I proudly accept. 
 
As a young man I thoroughly enjoyed my diving and although I was eventually distracted by life, I 
intended on resuming my diving adventures at some time in the future. 

 
A few decades later I joined RUC and now dive with like-
minded people who seek adventure, are risk aware and are 
enthusiastic about their diving. 
 
I see myself as a committee member spreading the word 
about the club and proposing Scuba diving with RUC as the 
ultimate adventure. 
 
I am married (30 years) with 2 grown up children who I hope 
to convert one of them into a Diver. I work in IT and know a 
thing or two about computers. 
 
I also know that weekends are for adventures. 
 
It is my pleasure to serve as your secretary and look forward 
to promoting the club with you all. 
 

Michael Persson 
Secretary 

 
 

Social Officer’s Report 

 
Hi Rucites, 
 
This is my first Social Event I am about to arrange, as you all know by 
now, I enjoy diving and taking a few underwater photos and above the 
water also. 
 
For my first event I would like to arrange is a Picnic / BBQ Family Day 
so bring the Kids, Grand Kids and Fur babies. When?  Monday 
2/10/23. Where? Clifton Gardens Mosman for a fun day of shore 
dives, boat dives and snorkelling in the saltwater pool. I have also 
asked Ken Jackson if we could also take the Club Boat. 
 
So the first thing is for all members to mark on their Calendars in big 
print: RUC FAMILY FUN DAY PICNIC / BBQ MONDAY 2/10/23 and 
don’t forget to bring the kids, grand kids and fur babies. 
 
Next what are we going to do? Well, so we can work up an appetite, I 
was thinking of an underwater clean up around the outside of the pool. 
The Club boat could take divers out for a clean-up on the south side of 
the pool. Not forgetting the non-divers, they can clean up along the 
shoreline. I know it can be a bit gross picking up rubbish however I want to post on our Web pages and 
Facebook that we are a very active club looking after the underwater environment and above! 
 
Brett Houlton 
Social Officer 
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Safety Officer’s Report 
 
Hi RUC Divers and Members, 
 
I have been asked by the committee to take on the role of Safety Officer.  
 
Whilst we always look at safety during any dive or outing there may be more, we can do, and I look 
forward to discussion and any input or concerns to how we can do more if needed. 
I can share my experiences on unconscious divers over the years and the first aid treatment 
administered. 
From my experiences it is very important to have the lifesaving equipment needed if there was ever an 
incident.  
 
Safe diving. 
 
Herb Ilic 
Safety Officer 

 
 
 
 

Dive Officer’s Spiel 2023 

 
Dear Rucites,  
 
What a year so far. There has been lots of good diving in the last few weeks.  
 
We have had a good number of shore dives planned and done over the last few months, mostly thanks 
to Wayne and the new members. The water is a little cool now but there has been some great visibility. 
Let’s keep the momentum going. Some have even joined the committee to help there so the year is 
looking better. Dives, social events, trips away. Jervis bay trip is possible and the Xmas trip to the south 
coast, is booked and filling fast.  
 
The last boat dive we did was a similar trip to the Cathedral at long reef. As we arrived, we watched the 
Pro dive boat drop their anchor at the cathedral, with what looked like 20 divers on board. We decided 
Pitt St wasn’t for us, so we went to the wall. It was an ok dive though the visibility wasn’t as good, and no 
one saw the seal. A great trip on a flat sea.  
 
Let’s keep getting wet and taking some great pictures. The next photo comp will be quite interesting.  
 

Keep on enjoying your diving and trips away. 
 
See you diving.  
 
Ken Jackson  
Dive Officer 
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RUC Activity Review 

 

WET CALENDAR – June 2023 

DATE Dive/Event 
Dive/Event Activity 

Leader 
Dive Site/Depth Notes/Result 

Sat 3 Sydney Shore Dive Wayne Pielak 
Gordons Bay / 12m 

Camp Cove 7m 
Wayne & Jeannene 

Sat 10–Mon 12 Nelson Bay Trip Peter Hardman/Ken Jackson Shore dives 
29 Members & Guests with 8 
divers over two days of 
diving Fly Point.  

Tue 13 20 Executive Meeting Bruce Spry Via Zoom All attended 

Thu 15 Club General Meeting Bruce Spry West Ryde Hotel 
15 members, Attila & Neil 
Guests, Guest Speaker – 

Mike Scotland 

Sun 18 Sydney Shore Dive Diego Molla North Bondi /14m 
Diego, Wayne, Brett, 

Michael, Joe, Attila; Noel as 
Dive Support 

Sat 24/Sun 25 Club Boat Dive Bruce Spry Long Reef / 24m  Bruce, Ken, Wayne, Michael 

 

                                          WET CALENDAR – July 2023 

DATE Dive/Event 
Dive/Event Activity 

Leader 
Dive Site/Depth Notes/Result 

Sat 1/Sun 2 Sydney Shore Dive Wayne Pielak Fairy Bower / 6m 
Wayne, Jeannene, Diego, 

Joe, Mieke & Richard 

Sun 9 Club Boat Dive Shore Dive Ken Jackson Wayne Pielak 
Magic Point / 18m 

Gordons Bay / 14m 

Wayne, Brett, Jeannene & 

Noel as Dive Support 

Sun 16 Sydney Shore Dive Diego Molla Balmoral Baths / 5m 

Diego, Brett, Wayne, 
Michael, Richard, Jeannene. 
Noel, Ross & Anne as Dive 

Support 

Thu 20  AGM & General meeting Bruce Spry West Ryde Hotel 
15 members attended & new 

Committee elected 

Sat 22/Sun 23 Club Boat Dive Clinton Unger The Gap / 18m 
Dive cancelled due to poor 

conditions 

Sat 29 10 Pin Bowling & Dinner Peter Hardman Top Ryde 
11 members & guests 

attended. Dave Wood new 
Champion 

Sun 30 Sydney Shore Dive Brett Holton 
The Monuments: 

Kurnell / 12m 

Brett, Jeannene, Michael, 
Wayne. Noel & Richard as 

Dive Support 

 
 

WET CALENDAR – August 2023 

DATE Dive/Event 
Dive/Event Activity 

Leader 
Dive Site/Depth Notes/Result 

Sat 5 Sydney Shore Dive Wayne Pielak Shelly Beach / 7m 
Wayne, Brett, Jeannene, Mal 
Yeo, Dave Wood & Noel as 

Dive Support 

Sun 6 Sydney Boat Show Ken Jackson Darling Harbour Michael attended 

Tues 8 Executive Meeting Bruce Spry Via Zoom 
Apology from Nat, Herb & 

Diego 

Sat 12/Sun 13 Club Boat Dive Ken Jackson The Apartments / 28m Ken, Clinton, Mal Yeo & Neil   

Wed 16 Valerie Taylor Brett Houlton Maritime Museum 
Wayne, Alicia, Brett, Noel, 

Jeannene 

Thu 17 Club General Meeting Bruce Spry West Ryde Hotel 14 members attended 

Sat 19/Sun 20 Sydney Shore Dive Jeannene Moore Little Manly Cove / 5m 
Cancelled due to weather 

conditions 

Sat 26 Club Boat Dive Clinton Unger Dee Why Wide / 30m 
Clinton, Wayne, Ken & Mal 

Yeo 

Sun 27 Spit to Manly Walk Wayne Pielak Spit Bridge 
9 Members & guests 

attended 
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Spring Wet Calendar 

 

WET CALENDAR – September 2023  

DATE  Dive/Event  Dive/Event Activity 
Leader  Dive Site/Depth  Notes/Result  

Sat 2/Sun 3  Shellharbour  Wayne Pielak  Bushrangers Bay / 
10m    

Sat 9/Sun 10  Club Boat Dive  Ken Jackson  The Colours / 24m    

Sat 16/Sun 17  Sydney Shore Dive  Brett Holton  Bare Island / 10m    

Thu 21  Club General Meeting  Bruce Spry  West Ryde Hotel    

Sat 23/Sun 24  Club Boat Dive  Clinton Unger  Blue Fish Point / 16m    

Mon 2  Labour Day Sydney Picnic  Brett Houlton & Ken Jackson  Clifton Gardens    

  
  

WET CALENDAR – October 2023  

DATE  Dive/Event  Dive/Event Activity 
Leader  Dive Site/Depth  Notes/Result  

Sat 7/Sun 8  Sydney Shore Dive  Ross Di Bartolo  Shiprock / 15m    

Tue 10  Executive Meeting  Bruce Spry  Via Zoom    

Sat 14/Sun 15  Club Boat Dive   Clinton Unger  North Head    

Thu 19  Club General Meeting  Bruce Spry  West Ryde Hotel    

Sat 21/Sun 22  Sydney Shore Dive  Wayne Pielak  Clifton Gardens/ 5m    

Sat 28/Sun 29  Club Boat Dive  Ken Jackson  Waterfall / 22m     

  

 

                                          WET CALENDAR – November 2023  

DATE  Dive/Event  Dive/Event Activity 
Leader  Dive Site/Depth  Notes/Result  

Fri 3 – Mon 6   Callala Bay Trip  Peter Hardman – RUC Dive 
Trip Co-ordinator  Jarvis Bay  

If the trip does not happen, 
we could have a treasure 
hunt  

Tue 7  Executive Meeting  Bruce Spry  West Ryde Hotel    

Sat 11  Working Bee   Clinton Unger   TBA     

Sun 12  Club Boat Dive  Clinton Unger  Old Man’s Hat / 21m     

Thu 16  Club General Meeting  Bruce Spry  West Ryde Hotel    

Fri 17  Photo Competition   Ross Di Bartolo  Last day of submission  
All photos for the 2023 
competition must be 

submitted by this date  

Sat 18/Sun 19  Sydney Shore Dive  Diego Molla  Bare Island / 10m  Start date for 2024 Photo 
Competition  

Sat25/Sun 26  Club Boat Dive   Ken Jackson  Manly Bommie/ 15m     
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July Annual General Meeting 
 
BIG NEWS! Last Thursday night Australia beat Ireland in the World Cup! Also, BIG NEWS! The Ryde 
Underwater Club held its AGM and selected a new Committee! Most Committee members maintained 
their positions from last year with Bruce again taking the role of President. A warm welcome to Brett who 
is our new Social Officer. Also re-joining the Committee but unable to make the AGM since they are on a 
big Aussie adventure is Natalie and Herb. A big thank you to all those who have volunteered to take 
Committee roles. You are the reason why the Club has continued to dive for over 43 years! 
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 RUC Bowling 29 July 2023 
 
Saturday night, July 29th, the Ryde Underwater Club held its Annual Bowling Competition. The battle 
was intense and heated for the coveted RUC Bowling Pin Trophy. In the end, Dave Wood became the 
2023 Champion! 
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Dive Report Exmouth Navy Pier 26 May 2023 
 
A restless night, smelling smoke outside at 1.30pm around our caravan site in Exmouth. Today was the 
day to dive the Exmouth Navy Pier! I had previously done this dive 31 years ago as a night dive! 
 
This site was ranked the TOP 10 Dive sites in the world, and I will just tell you just how. 
We drove to Exmouth Dive Centre located within mins from the centre of town and all gear was loaded 
into the large bus taking 20 of us. On the bus, we watched a 15 mins safety brief on the screen followed 
by lots of briefing protocols as were heading to the Navy Pier which was on Defence land. 
 
On the pier itself, we got kitted up and walked down at least 50 metal steps to the platform. Herb and I 
were the last in. I was a little nervous about jumping off at least 4 metres into the water and the swell 
was rolling at 1.5+m. So much for the supposing ‘slack’ time. I think the guys miscalculated the ‘slack’ 
time by 10 mins. 
 
As soon as Herb and I were under the pier, it was AMAZING! Lots of fish life, even more so, with heaps 
of huge potato cod, huge QLD grouper, wrasse, golden snapper, wobbies, lionfish, jacks, pipefish, 
moorish idols, butterfly fish, catfish, moray eels, octopus, and more. It was a pity the viz was not that 
great, hardly surprising with the swell and the amount of people finning around.  
 
Got disorientated watching the huge shoals swim around and around so signaled to Herb to move away 
from the pier and then returned.  
 
Dive time was 1 hour and 1 min, max depth was 12.7m, water temp was a glorious 24 degrees, Bar in 
227 and bar out 75. 
 
A fantastic dive and a must do again. 
 
Natalie McCallum 
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Dive Report Ningaloo Reef Whale Sharks 28 May 2023 
 
After a restless night as was sooo excited to see the Whale Sharks! We were wide-eyed at 6am. At 7am, 
we were collected by a courtesy bus from Exmouth Dive & Whale Sharks to take us to the boat, ‘Blue 
Strike’, which was 35kms away. 
 
After the brief, and we were split into 2 groups of 10, the sea looked very choppy and first jump in was a 
‘check out’ snorkel at a lovely reef where we spotted a white tip reef shark. 2nd and 3rd time, this was now 
the action, being the smallest in our group, I got ‘run’ over, kicked in the face, fins being pulled off by 2 
guys frantic to see the whale sharks. I was not amused but saw enough – that beautiful sight of the 
whale shark gliding towards us and then swam away.  
 
4th time, I took my camera as the seas had calmed down a little and I was more assertive, and this time, I 
moved way to the left, away from those 2 guys. Then to my amazement, a whale shark came straight for 
me! No fear but then, thinking I’d better move away but which direction?! Slowly, I moved to the right and 
this shark did the same! OMG! I was mesmerized and nearly forgot I had a camera! Managed to get in 
some shots. How unforgettable and memorable this was! BIG tick of the bucket list! 
 
5th time was good but not as close and the 6th time was to see the Manta Rays. Just awesome to see the 
Manta Rays glide so close to you – up, over and under you, circling around! 
 
Finally, 7th time was a snorkel on the reef, homebound. There wasn’t many of us in the sea by that time, I 
think they were all exhausted as you had to pull yourself up at the back of the boat and drag your body 
inwards, but not us! Herb and I were the last out! 
 
Beer and champers to celebrate with Skipper, who had done an awesome job in keeping the boat in line 
with challenging seas, the crew, and the customers on what was an AWESOME, life changing 
experience. 
 
Natalie McCallum 
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Shark Week Filming Port Lincoln 31 May 2023 
 
I was invited back to Port Lincoln to do a segment for shark week at the end of May 2023. This was 
brought about as 40 years ago, I was involved with a documentary called ‘Caged in Fear’ directed by 
Justin Milne and by Rodney Fox and, was one of the first documentaries of shark week. 
 
On the day, Daniel who was one of the abalone divers, came out to the Neptune’s from Port Lincoln in 
his big shark cat that had the mobile cage onboard. I had to familiarise myself of the new mobile cage on 
the shark cat deck whilst a curious white pointer was swimming around the boat. 
 
The mobile cage was lowered into the sea, I entered the open water to get into the rear of the cage 
before making myself comfortable. Within 5 mins I had 3 white pointers came alongside in to say ‘hello’ 
and ‘where have you been all this time?’  
 
I spent 40 minutes manoeuvring in front of the filming cage which was at around seven metres. Lots of 
great action and the film crew were happy that they had got all the exciting footage that they needed. No 
hoses got bitten, thank goodness. 
 
I will bring the laptop and show it at the next club night, it is 40 minutes viewing with a lot of shark action 
from several other shark divers, cinemaphotographers, Valerie Taylor, Nick Caloyionis, Stan Waterman 
and more.   
 
Look forward to sharing the experience with you all at the next meeting. 
 
Herb Ilic 
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Dive Report Rodney Fox Shark Expedition 31 May 2023 
 
Rodney Fox Shark Expedition, Neptune Islands, Port Lincoln. 
 
Had an invitation to go onboard the Rodney Fox Shark boat as Herb was due to do some filming for a 
reenactment of ‘Caged in Fear’ 40 years on. So now the action began, Herb, not fazed, got ready and 
checked out the abalone cage meanwhile, the crew were working the sharks to a curious if not, start of a 
frenzy piece of action! Then the film crew are onto Herb. I watch Herb climb into the back of the abalone 
cage thinking, OMG, as I watch all the air supply cable floating in a circle enclosing the sharks as the 
support boat slowly meanders around. Herb disappears and I see a large shark right alongside his cage.  
Herb told me there were 3 sharks around his cage and his feet were sticking out the end! Herb had a go 
pro attached to his cage whilst the filming was done in another larger cage. 
  
There was relief when Herb came back onboard the boat at 1pm.  
Then at 3pm the Skipper says, ‘It’s your turn’ and I turn to the Paramedic, Jed, and say, ‘it’s ON!’ I am 
nervous and try not to show it, thinking the Sharks must be well psyched up by now. We get kitted up in 
my own wetsuits x 2 to keep warm but no BC as we had to be weighed down in the cage with heaps of 
weight, own regs and tank. This is the third trip now with the white pointers and would have to say, this 
was just breathtaking and jaw opening not mentioning all the nerves! 
 
Four of us go in, Herb stayed on the deck watching all the commotion as the cage was lowered down. 
The method used to comms to the Skipper in control of the cage was, that the crew member in the cage 
has a rope; one is pull down, two pulls is stop and three pulls is up. I am having trouble clearing my ears 
so signal to crew member, Carlos. He lifts me up a metre, I clear and go back down. Had to keep 
clearing but no time, as a massive white pointer ‘Ghost’ her name was, rams the cage within a few mins! 
So, I am holding on watching the commotion in awe, breathing hard, shaking, and clicking away 
forgetting that I had the video functionality that I used all morning! We watch this massive 4.8-5m, 
weighing approx. 1 tonne, white pointer come straight for the cage on my side several times, swim away 
in a circle and come back again and again! I felt a bit dizzy and was wondering why so I kept looking to 
the bottom of the seabed to ease the dizziness feeling and then found out, afterwards, that the cage was 
swinging from side to side!  
 
This awesome shark action lasted half an hour! Carlos found a broken shark tooth during the ‘craze’ but 
don’t worry the sharks do grow back their teeth very quickly! Started the dive off with 217 bar and 
finished with 84 bar, max depth was 17.4m, water temp was 18 degrees and dive time was 39 mins.  
The experience was mind blowing, my heart was pumping so fast, the huge adrenaline surge and the 
shakes. I was not cold; I was shaking with fear or excitement or both! 
 
Natalie McCallum 
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Dive Report Gordons Bay 09 July 2023 
 
Divers: Wayne Pielak (RUC), Brett Houlton (RUC), Jeannene Moore (RUC), Rhys Rogers (GBSDC) 
 
Depth: Ave: 6.2 m Max 13.0 m 
 
Time: In: 9:49 Out: 11:11 Dive: 82 min 
 
Air Temp: 20.1  
 
Water Temp: Max 18.8 Min: 16.8 
 
Team Objective of dive:  
Rhys Rogers was the Team Leader guiding the divers in an anti-clock direction around the trail cleaning 
buoy number plates. The RUC team members would photograph and video fish in the area to assist 
GBSDC identify, record, and monitor the fish life in the bay.    
 
Dive Description: 
The day was sunny with the wind coming mainly from the west. Water clarity was excellent (10 – 15 
metres) although some parts were a little cloudy. The chain was usually visible except when hidden in 
the sand and the marker buoys were easy to see in the distance. While Rhys inspected and diligently 
cleaned the number plates, the other divers took the opportunity to photograph and video the fish life in 
the area. 
 
At one stage Rhys had to remove a buoy since its line was badly frayed and needed replacement. He 
carried the buoy for the remainder of the dive and back to shore managing his buoyancy along the way. 
A true professional! 
 
The RUC divers were very pleased with the dive and Brett remarked that it was the first time he 
completed the full circuit of the underwater trail. After the dive the RUC members joined the GBSDC for 
brunch at a local café.  
 
The RUC divers would like to thank Rhys for leading the team on the dive. It was a great day for diving. 
RUC is looking forward to diving with GBSDC again! 
 
Wayne Pielak 
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Dive Report Balmoral 16 July 2023 
 
Early on 16 July the club did a shore dive at Balmoral Baths, with plenty of members attending. Brett, 
Diego, Jeannene, Michael, Wayne and I all dived.  The water was clear enough, but very cold, as I could 
attest thanks to the many holes in my dry suit.  We started out under the Boat House restaurant, and it 
was interesting to see how many pieces of cutlery, crockery and even wine glasses had somehow 
managed to find their way into the water. 
 
We set out along the net and after a minute I was electrocuted by a buried numb ray, which is not a great 
way to start a dive. Mind you, I was trying to clear the sand off it for a photo at the time, so you might say 
this was self-inflicted! There was a bit of other life around, but perhaps not as much as the previous dive 
at Clifton Gardens.  A few leatherjackets and hula fish, and some colourful invertebrate life on the 
pylons. Things got a little more interesting under the fishing platform, with its thick criss-crossed support 
beams that filtered the greenish light. Here there was a gloomy octopus, fortescue, sand gobies, small 
cuttlefish, a large brittle star under a wooden plank, and a few larger fish circling overhead taking their 
chances with the anglers. There was also a lot of human rubbish - broken fishing rods, a walking stick, a 
folding camp chair, lots of tangled fishing line. Jeannene brought out the walking stick, every little helps, 
but the area could still use a good underwater clean-up. 
 
Near the exit I found a 3-barred porcupinefish which had tried to swim through a hole in the swimming 
net, got stuck halfway through, then inflated itself, and was now stuck fast. Thinking this was a chance to 
redeem myself for upsetting the numb ray, I got out my dive knife -- a bit rusty, it would be easily 10 
years since I last used it -- to cut the porcupinefish out of the net. This was easier said than done, 
because the loop of net I had to cut was wrapped drum-tight the fish. After some wrangling and avoiding 
getting stabbed by the sharp spines (and some not avoiding it and some cursing) I was able to work the 
knife under the net and cut it in 2 places, then kind of squidge the porcupinefish out of the larger hole, 
like a cork out of a bottle. It swam off without so much as a thank-you, getting slimmer as it went. 
 
By the end of the dive, I'd all but forgotten my numb ray experience - we all warmed up with a coffee and 
a chat and enjoyed being in one of Sydney's beautiful coastal locations. 
 
Richard Ling 
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Dive Report Julian Rocks 12 Aug 2023 
 
After a chill out morning of checking out our dive gear, realizing that we hadn’t dived since Exmouth 
Navy Pier back in May, we head to Byron Bay to do an afternoon dive with SunDive at Julian Rocks. 
 
We get our gear organised outside the shop and load the gear onto the 5m rubber rigid inflatable and 
then in our wetsuits climb into the Toyota 4WD whilst the others go into the minibus. 
 
Watched the 4WD launch the boat of Byron Bay beach and then pulled ourselves into the boat at 2pm. It 
was a short 5 mins boat drive to Julian Rocks. 
 
2.25pm we were all in the water, my heart was racing as the seas were rough and all sorts of things 
were going on in my head thinking, is my BC going to give me grief! Herb came over and held my arm 
and once I got to the anchor line, I was fine and down I went. Followed the dive guide who was Swedish, 
never finned but did frog style. 
 
Water temp was a comfortable 21 degrees, and I was cosy in my 3-mill shortie and 7-mill wetsuit on top! 
The viz was a little milky at around 10 metres. 
 
Within 5 mins, the Dive Guide points ahead and there were Grey Nurse Sharks cruising towards us. Up 
close n’ personal, one came right up to me, giving me the grin before gliding away. It was awesome to 
see these harmless creatures and we saw approx. 8 sharks. Not forgetting, we also saw an eagle ray 
soaring near the surface, scores of fish, wobbegongs and pipefish. Finned through a swim through and 
immediately saw a QLD Grouper, pineapple fish, shoals of snapper and huge jewfish with a couple of 
lionfish on the rocks below. Herb saw a lovely school of batfish. 
 
We were all advised to return to the anchor line at 70 bar and max dive time was 50 mins. I did just that 
but Herb, unfortunately, did not have as much air and so he went up 5 mins before me. Herb, however, 
could hear all the whales singing to each other underwater! 
 
An awesome dive and it was good to wash off all the red dust off from travelling around the Outback! 
SunDive is now the only Dive shop in Byron Bay and does 3 trips a day, 7.30am, 11.30am and 1.30pm. 
 
Natalie McCallum 
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Dive Report The Gap 26 Aug 2023 
 
Divers: Wayne Pielak, Clinton Unger, Ken Jackson, Mal Yeo 
Depth: Ave: 15.3 m Max 22.3 m 
Time: In: 10.38 Out: 11:24 Dive: 46 min 
Air Temp: 28.9.1  
Water Temp: 17.2 (other computers reported 16) 
Water Clarity: 15m 
Dive Log: 
What a perfect day it was for a scuba diving adventure! The morning greeted us with clear skies and 
calm waters. Despite the original plan to dive at Dee Why Wide as per the Wet Calendar, the dive team 
decided to change things up and explore The Gap located at South Head. There was a small hiccup with 
the GPS navigation, as The Gap wasn't initially visible on the screen. Wayne, our skilled skipper, 
recalibrated our route towards the Royal Shepard, a nearby point of reference. Interestingly, it turned out 
that The Gap was indeed in the GPS under the "T" section rather than "G." This little mishap taught our 
skipper a valuable lesson – to use the search function instead of navigating the waypoint list 
alphabetically! 

The journey to our diving destination, aboard 
the Royal Shepard, was leisurely and 
enjoyable. The divers successfully located 
what appeared to be the wreck (for a future 
dive) and then proceeded to The Gap, a site 
easily identifiable through visual cues. Once 
we reached our destination, the sounder 
readings suggested the presence of a 
substantial school of fish beneath us, 
prompting us to drop anchor. 
The first diving team, Clinton, and Mal, 
reported back with positive impressions. They 
praised the excellent water clarity and the 

abundance of marine life, making for an exciting start. The second team, Ken, and Wayne, dived next.  
 
As anticipated, they descended through the school of fish hanging around 10 meters below the surface. 
Upon reaching the bottom, Ken secured his comeback line to the anchor rope. The divers then set off on 
an exploration eastward until they hit sand, sighting a resting Port Jackson shark. Their journey took 
them on a circular path – south, west, north, and finally back east, maintaining a connection to the 
anchor via the comeback line. The underwater visibility, a fantastic 15 meters for Sydney standards, 
allowed them to marvel at the underwater wonders. 
As they ventured away from the sandy 
area, the landscape transformed into 
rocky shelves adorned with sea sponges, 
tulips, and kelp gardens. The 
surroundings were teeming with small fish 
and a resident family of Groupers. Among 
the highlights were a couple of Port 
Jackson sharks, either swimming 
gracefully or taking a peaceful rest. After 
46 minutes underwater, Wayne and Ken 
surfaced, joining Clinton and Mal for a 
pleasant post-dive session complete with 
coffee and cake. The consensus was 
unanimous – it had indeed been a 
fantastic day for diving. 
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On the return journey to Tunks 
Park, the crew made a stop at 
another diving site known as "Alan's 
Wreck," resting comfortably in 10 
meters of water. It's believed that 
this sunken vessel was discovered 
by our esteemed lifetime member, 
Alan Johnsen, several years ago. 
The sounder indicated a sizable 
school of fish surrounding the 
wreck, with a few anglers nearby 
trying their luck. This spot holds 
promise as an ideal check-out dive 
after the working bee or as a 
second shallow dive for the day. 
The team is eagerly looking forward to the next boat dive scheduled for the weekend of September 9th, 
centred around the Colours dive site. Our Dive Officer for this adventure will be Ken. Here's to hoping 
that the weather, sea conditions, and underwater visibility will be just as remarkable as today's splendid 
experience. 
 
Wayne Pielak 
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 RUC Social Spit to Manly Walk Aug 27 2023 
 
What a delightful day it turned out to be for the RUC hike from the Spit Bridge to Manly! With the sun 
shining and a cool breeze in the air, nine members and guests came together to relish the outdoors. 
Among the participants were Wayne, Richard, Jeannene, David, Ken, and Atilla from the club, and we 
were joined by three guests - Dave, Judy, and Penny. 
 

The group embarked on the hike from two 
different starting points: some began at the 
bridge, while others parked at Clontarf. The 
trail covered around 10 kilometres, and the 
journey took us about 3 hours to complete 
due to the numerous enjoyable pauses we 
made along the way. 
Our adventure commenced with a climb up 
Balgowlah Heights, treating us to 
breathtaking views of Sydney Harbour. 
Following this invigorating ascent, the path 
led us downhill and onto a relatively level 
terrain all the way to Manly. At Fairlight, an 
interesting twist occurred when David decided 
to take a refreshing plunge into the water for 
a quick swim, while the rest of us savoured 
the tranquillity of the park benches, engaged 

in light conversation, and admired the scenic panorama. 
 
Upon reaching Manly, our group took a well-
deserved break at the Warf Bar for lunch. The 
portions were generous, and a few of our members 
even opted for the "nipper size" meals, which 
proved more than sufficient. Wayne and Richard, 
with hearty appetites, shared a pizza, cleverly 
leaving room for dessert! 
 
Post-lunch, a quartet comprising Wayne, 
Jeannene, David, and Richard set off for the Corso 
in search of ice cream, a mission accomplished 
with ease at the Royal Copenhagen. With ice 
cream in hand, they indulged while gazing out at 
the surf on the beach's ocean side. Amusingly, 
Richard's ice cream seemed to have a mind of its 
own, melting faster than he could consume it and leaving his hands quite sticky. This prompted a 
unanimous suggestion that, in future, he might consider enjoying his ice cream from a cup with a spoon, 
until he masters the art of cone consumption. Thankfully, Richard discovered a water bubbler to tidy up, 
alongside other youngsters who'd similarly indulged in ice cream. With our impromptu cleaning session 
complete, we all headed home. 
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 The return journey saw various members using 
different modes of transport; some opted for the 
bus, while Wayne chose the ferry, allowing him to 
relish once again the splendid sights of Sydney 
Harbour. All in all, it was a memorable day that left 
everyone in high spirits. The unanimous sentiment 
was that we should certainly plan another walk as a 
social activity. 
 
In fact, we realized that this concept could 
seamlessly integrate into our RUC-organized shore 
dives. Many of the dive locations boast tracks, trails, 
beaches, and boardwalks to explore while our 
divers are in the water. So, if you're interested in 
more invigorating walks, consider joining the Club 
during a shore dive. As part of the "Dive Support" 

team, you can assist the divers in gearing up and then venture off on a walk, returning after about an 
hour to join the divers for coffee once they're back from their underwater exploration. This unique 
opportunity allows us to embrace the natural beauty of our country in a truly wonderful way. 
 
Wayne Pielak 
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2023 Photo Competition 

 
Hi Rucites and Photographers, 
 
Traditionally the RUC photo competition winner was presented in June long weekend. Due to lack of 
diving during Covid we postponed the photo comp to Dec. We want to get back to the June timing but 
rather than wait 18 months between competitions we will have one competition in Dec 2023 and another, 
six months later June 2024. 
 
For the Dec 2023 competition we will accept photos taken since the last competition closed (i.e., photos 
taken between 15th Nov 2022 and 17th Nov 2023).  
Voting will be open for the last two weeks in Nov. 
The winner of the golden camera will be announced at the 2023 RUC Christmas party. 
 
 
Photo Competition Rules 

1. All RUC members are eligible to enter the competition. 
2. A current financial RUC member must have taken the photo. 
3. The entrant must be the creator of the image. 
4. The entrant must own the copyright of the image. 
5. The photographer grants Ryde Underwater Club Inc. publishing permission to reproduce the 

images in the Ryde Underwater Club Inc. website, club magazine (Surface Interval), Face Book 
page and in material promoting the club. 

6. The photo was taken between 15th Nov 2022 and 17th Nov 2023 
7. The photo is received before 17th Nov 2023 by the Committee (N.B. copy: 

ross.di.bartolo@gmail.com) 
8. The photo is provided in electronic format: 
9. JPEG format preferred. 
10. Image size should be minimum of 3000 pixels by 2000 pixels and a maximum size of 4000 by 

3000 pixels. Larger images may be accepted but will be re-sized to be consistent with all other 
entries. 

11. File name includes initials of photographer, location, and date it was taken, e.g., 
Nudibranch_John_Smith_Colours_2103-05-09.jpg• 

12. Some additional information about the photo (e.g., location and give your photo a title) 
13. The photo does not necessarily have to be an underwater shot but be diving related. 
14. RUC members are invited to provide up to 5 photos (the first 5 photos received will be included 

but addition photos will be discarded) 
15. Points will be awarded to each image based on place voted by each member voting (i.e., 5 points 

for 1st place, 4 points for 2nd etc) 
16. Entry with the most points is the winner (in case of draw, the photo with the most voters is the 

winner) 
17. The decision of the committee will be final, and no discussion entered regarding the winning 

entry. 
 
 
The winner will become the proud caretaker of the Golden Camera until the next competition. 
So, start putting aside your best shots aside for the photo comp. 
 
 
Ross Di Bartolo 
0402 291 401 
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Tides 
 

 

 
 

The Bureau of Meteorology gives no warranty of any kind whether express, implied, statutory or otherwise in respect to the availability, 
accuracy, currency, completeness, quality or reliability of the information or that the information will be fit for any particular 
purpose or will not infringe any third-party Intellectual Property rights. The Bureau's liability for any loss, damage, cost or expense resulting from 
use of, or reliance on, the information is entirely excluded. 

 



Surface Interval - 34 - Spring, September 2023 

 
 

Your committee 2022/23 

PRESIDENT 
Bruce Spry 

SECRETARY 
Michael Persson  
 

TREASURER 
Diego Molla-Aliod 

DIVE OFFICER 
Ken Jackson 
 

EQUIPMENT OFFICER 
Clinton Unger 

MAGAZINE EDITOR 
Natalie McCallum 
 

SOCIAL OFFICER 
Brett Houlton 
 
 

GENERAL COMMITTEE MEMBER 
Linda Spry 

 

WEB MASTER 
Wayne Pielak 
 
 

SAFETY OFFICER 
Herb Ilic 
 

  

Contacts 

Email Groups: 
All Members: members@RUC.groups.io 
Committee:   committee@RUC.groups.io 

Groups.io: 
Members - https://ruc.groups.io/g/members 
Committee - https://ruc.groups.io/g/committee 

Contribute to Surface Interval 

Regardless of whether you have been on an exciting dive lately or just been surfing on the internet, if there is 
something you would like to share with your fellow club members, why not contribute to the next edition of Surface 
Interval. 

Email some words and a few photos or videos (or your buddy’s photos). 

Remember articles submitted may be posted to the Club’s website and Facebook. 
Face Book: https://www.facebook.com/RUC.org 
Website: http://www.ruc.org.au 
 

GUIDELINES FOR SENDING IN ARTICLES AND PHOTOS 
 
Facebook Article 
Put together 2 sentences and plenty of pics. Do it the same or next day as the dive. 
Email to “RUC Social Media Sub-Committee” (committee@RUC.groups.io) and they will post to Facebook on your 
behalf. 
 
Surface Interval Article 
Send the article to editor@ruc.org.au 
 
Type the story into MS Word rather than in your text or email editor. Don’t send a PDF file. 
Please run the spell check over your article. 
 
Send photographs as separate jpg files. i.e., Don’t insert photos into the MS Word file. 
Please rename photos with the dive site or date in the name. Something simple like “Apr23 seaslug.jpg”. 
Say which dive they are linked to in the text. 
 
If you would like your article to link to another website, insert the link in the article and readers can then open that 
link. 

mailto:members@RUC.groups.io
mailto:committee@RUC.groups.io
https://ruc.groups.io/g/members
https://ruc.groups.io/g/committee
https://www.facebook.com/RUC.org
http://www.ruc.org.au/
mailto:committee@RUC.groups.io
mailto:editor@ruc.org.au
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RYDE UNDERWATER CLUB MEMBERSHIP FEES for 2023-2024: 
Single $110      Family Concession $190      Social $40 

Membership renewals are due 30thJune each year. 

Pro rata membership fees are available for new members joining during the year. 

 
Our members have a common interest in SCUBA diving.  Dives are organised and conducted nearly 
every weekend around Sydney using the club boat and sometimes boats owned by club members. 
Our club also organises weekend and holiday trips to interesting dive locations north and south of Sydney.  
A variety of social activities are organised throughout the year for members and their families. 
 

Our club conducts meetings at on the 3rd Thursday of each month at: 

West Ryde Hotel - 1021 Victoria Rd, West Ryde NSW 2114 
The schedule for the evening is: 

7:00pm – 7:45pm Dinner – good food/drinks and conversation (optional) 
7:45pm – 8:15pm Committee/Business Update  
8:30pm – 9:30pm Special Guest Presenter 

New members are always welcome to attend our meetings and join in with our activities. 

   

EMERGENCY & INFORMATION PHONE NUMBERS 

Diving Emergency Service (DES) within Australia 1800 088 200 

Diving Emergency Service (DES) outside Australia +61 8 8373 5312 

Prince of Wales Hospital, Randwick  (02) 9382 3575 

Westpac Rescue Service (02) 9311 3499 

Coast Guard Sydney (02) 9337 5033 

Coast Guard Sydney Boating Weather  (02) 9337 5455 

Coast Guard Sydney Boating Weather at 6.50 am and at 2-hour intervals Radio 27 MHz 

Reporting suspected Illegal Fishing – DPI (Fisheries)                                               1800 043 536 

NSW Maritime Authority - Sydney Boating Weather  131 236 (opt 3) 

IF IN DOUBT - ALWAYS RING 000 

  

BOAT LAUNCHING RAMPS Google maps links 

Bayview Bayview 

Tunks Park Tunks Park 

Kyeemagh Kyeemagh 

Gunnamatta Bay Gunnamatta Bay 

 
RYDE UNDERWATER CLUB INC. 

Face Book: https://www.facebook.com/RUC.org 
Website: http://www.ruc.org.au 

Email: info@ruc.org.au 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Bayview+Boat+Ramp/@-33.6618748,151.3016315,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b0d5360ae01f7e7:0x3cde9d5c1a131a1!8m2!3d-33.6618793!4d151.3038202?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Tunks+Park+Boat+Ramp/@-33.8176339,151.2174281,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12aeb1ad38271d:0xbce3516828bbd215!8m2!3d-33.8176384!4d151.2196168?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Maia+Outrigger+Canoe+Club/@-33.9470755,151.1589945,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x6b12b0b7774db2dd:0x8e26ecbdef780490!2sMutch+Ave,+Kyeemagh+NSW+2216!3b1!8m2!3d-33.9486553!4d151.1604965!3m4!1s0x0:0xefb81428524266f7!8m2!3d-33.9462793!4d151.1616182?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Gunnamatta+Bay,+Cronulla+Boat+Ramp/@-34.0553983,151.1478612,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b12c80da7184be3:0xdaef97d43e0e91fd!8m2!3d-34.0554028!4d151.1500499?hl=en
http://www.ruc.org.au/
mailto:info@ruc.org.au

